Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 4 December 2006  at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Edward Kirk (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   David Brodie, Gail Carroll, Anne Stockdale and Sheila Cowell
IN ATTENDANCE:  City Councillors Brian Bailey and John Boughton 

06/75  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Hilary Davies and County Councillor J Burke.
06/76  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 30 October 2006 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record.
06/77  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  The Mast – Councillor Bailey reported that the City Council had received a letter from T Mobile formally offering to reduce the height of the mast by 5 metres.  The Parish Council had, in fact, received a letter from Brian Hughes, Planning Officer confirming that T Mobile were working with the City Council to find a solution to the problem.  It was noted, however, that there was a proposal from T Mobile to mount additional antennae on the mast.  
Councillor Bailey referred to his meeting with local residents where it had been suggested that some trees be topped so that the mast could be reduced even further.  Unfortunately this was not a practical course of action especially as there was a preservation order on the trees.  Some thinning out could possibly be carried out with a view to making further reductions, however.
Also discussed was the possibility that some semi-mature trees could be planted strategically nearer to the properties to screen the mast, perhaps at the foot of residents’ gardens, funded by T Mobile.  It was, however, unlikely that anything would now be done until the Spring.
Councillor Bailey undertook to contact the residents to let them know what was happening.

2)  The Vicars Cross – The Clerk reported that the County Secretary and Solicitor had now drawn up the appropriate licence that would allow the Parish Council to locate the cross beside the highway.  Councillor David Brodie would now be putting together the appropriate application for planning approval, aided by the Clerk.
3)  Notice Board – the Clerk reported that he had removed the notice board from its frame as it was in a dangerous condition.  He hoped that only a minimal amount of work was required to repair it.

4) Willaroyd, Littleton Lane  - the Clerk reported he had received no response from the Planning Authority Enforcement Officer in relation to the building work at this property that appeared to be contrary to what had been approved.  Councillor Boughton undertook to chase this up.

5)  06/01892/COU – Land East of 18 Stamford Court – Change of Use to Domestic Garden – Councillor Boughton had no further news on this but indicated it was likely to be approved.
06/78  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  06/01781/FUL - The Edges, Park Lane, Littleton –  Single Storey Extension
It was reported that permission had been granted for the proposed development.
2)  53 Tarvin Road – Timber Outbuilding – Councillor Boughton reported that following the last unsuccessful appeal another application had been received.  This had been refused so it was now a matter for the Enforcement Officer.
3)   06/00634/COU – Change of Use of Redundant Stables to Offices – Littleton Old Hall – Councillor Boughton reported that the fence that had caused concern had been moved back and would be replaced by a hedge.
06/79  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council. 
RESOLVED: that the report of the Clerk be received
06/80   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



242.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        19.00

3)  Litter Warden    20hrs @ £5.80          


                      116.00
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Dec  
                                             30.00
5)  Messrs Hacker Young – External Audit Fee  

           164.50

06/81 CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £4.24
06/82 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
CALC


Newsletter November 2006 

Chester City Council 
Chester City Council’s First Disability Equality Policy




  
and Action Plan





Brian Hughes, Planning re The Mast





SIDs – How to Register Your Interest – it was agreed 

                                            that interest would be registered.

Cheshire County Council
Engineering Service – Winter Gritting Routes




Adopted Statement of Community Involvement





 in Planning Matters





Cheshire Matters November 2006 

Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society – Walks Programme 2007

06/83  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that it be confirmed the next Meetings of the Parish
                       Council  be held on:-



Monday 29 January 2007


Monday 19 March 2007



Monday 14 May 2007 (AGM)

06/84  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1)  Felling of Dangerous Trees  
The Chairman declared an interest in this item and took no part in the ensuing discussion.

It was reported that the Chairman had been contacted by the Barnhouse Veterinary Practice who were seriously concerned about four trees on the Parish Field that were overhanging their premises and appeared to be diseased.   In view of the windy conditions and the consequent risk to the premises and its occupants the Chairman had rung the Clerk and they agreed that it would be preferable to take speedy action on Health and Safety grounds.

Consequently, the Chairman arranged for the trees to be felled.
RESOLVED:  that  1)  the action of the Chairman be confirmed
                               2)  the sum of £150 be paid to D Tomlinson for the tree felling 

                                    work

2)   Save The Family – Councillor Boughton briefed the Parish Council about the proposal to base a group of people at a farm in neighbouring Cotton Edmunds.  This would be discussed by the Area Committee in January.

3)  Parish Plan – it was agreed that Bron Kerrigan of the Community Council would be invited to the next meeting of the Parish Council to talk about Parish Plans.

4)  Definitive Map of Footpaths – Councillor Brodie reported that the Public Rights of Way Officer was finalising his report on the footpath between Heathfields and Fir Tree Lane and it was hoped a decision would be made in January by the County Council.

5)  History of Littleton – it was reported that the shop and Post Office had run out of stocks of the book.  It was suggested that the book be put on the Parish Council website.
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