
Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 5 September 2011 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.
PRESENT: Parish Councillor Hilary Davies (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors Anne Stockdale, David Brodie and Jonathan Bellis 
IN ATTENDANCE:   Councillor Stuart Parker and PC Neil Busby
11/60  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors Bettie Gilliatt and CW&C Councillor Margaret Parker
11/61  ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:  that Councillor David Brodie be appointed Deputy Chairman for the 

                       remainder of the year
11/62  MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
RESOLVED:  that in the absence of a suitable candidate consideration of filling 
                       the Casual Vacancy be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish 
                       Council

11/63  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 July 2011 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record 
11/64  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
1)  Landscaping to Surrounds of Vicars Cross – the Clerk reported that the work had now been completed and an account submitted.  It was acknowledged that some maintenance work in clearing weeds and undergrowth beyond the perimeter of the gravelled area would still be required – which the Clerk was happy to do – and it was agreed that the situation would be kept under review.
2)  Bus Shelters – Metal Covers – the Clerk had been informed by CW&C that the metal covers missing from the bus stops on Tarvin Road were amongst a number of feeder pillar covers that had been stolen for their scrap value.  Their replacement was in hand.
3)  King George V Field – Councillor Brodie reported that due to ambiguities surrounding the current status of the field a new lease was being drawn up.  It was hoped that the current tenant would continue with the revised agreement.

4)  Planning Applications – the Clerk reported he had looked into the question of CW&C keeping the Parish Council informed of applications and decisions and was satisfied that everything was in order.

11/65  TARVIN ROAD – FORMER LITTLE CHEF PREMISES
It was reported that the planning appeal against the premises licence had been lost.  Whilst the Magistrate had been sympathetic and helpful there was nothing that could be done and it now all hinged on the consideration of the planning application for extension of hours.  It was therefore essential that all the issues raised by the Parish Council and residents be properly considered by the Planning Board 
11/66   PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1)  Lilac Cottage, Fire Tree Lane – Proposed Porch and Alteration to Bay Window – this application had been considered by the Chairman who had raised no objections to the proposed development
RESOLVED:  that the action of the Chairman be confirmed in supporting the 

                       application

2) 11/01744/FUL – 7 Fir Tree Lane – Conservatory at Rear
     11/01744/FUL – 85 Tarvin Road – Replacement Dwelling
     11/00636/FUL – Construction of New Building etc at Land to Rear of 6-8 

                                Tarvin Road

It was noted that the proposed developments had been approved by the planning authority.
3)  34A Tarvin Road – Crown Clean 2 Beech and 4 Sycamore and Felling of 2 Sycamore 

RESOLVED :  that the application be supported

11/67  RISK ASSESSMENT

RESOLVED:  that the Risk assessment be confirmed subject to the Vicars Cross 

                       also being listed in the section referring to property owned by the 

                       Parish Council

The grit bins owned by the Parish Council were also discussed as the issue had been raised by Mrs Cooper in that locality.  Councillor Parker pointed out that whilst salt/grit could be supplied by CW&C this would have to be paid for by the Parish Council.  In the past this was supplied free but unfortunately this could not be the case now and as the PC had provided the bins they now had some kind of obligation to fill them.  
It was agreed that the residents should be canvassed to see whether they would use the bins ie. the onus was on the residents to spread the grit.  Any letter would have to explain the history of the issue.

Action:  Clerk to amend Risk Assessment

              Clerk to draft letter to residents of Stamford Court/Broadmead re grit bins

11/68   PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES

The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council making particular reference to the External Audit that had been completed satisfactorily and that the fee for this process had increased because the Parish Council finances had risen into a higher band.
RESOLVED:  that the report of the Clerk be received
11/69   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary - Aug and Sept less tax        



236.80
2)  HMRC PAYE Aug and Sept





  59.20
3)  Typing and office services  
                                                        21.50
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Sept  
                              

  30.00  
5)  Instant Landscapes – work to Vicars Cross surrounds    

552.00
6)  Audit Commission – Audit Fee                                                      144.00

7)  Litter Warden – 16 hours @ £6.31                                                100.96
11/70  CLERK – PETTY CASH
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £3.92
11/71  REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:  that consideration of appointing representatives to the Police

                       Forum be deferred until more information on what was required 

                       was obtained

Action:  Clerk to contact Police Authority
11/72   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which included:-
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Various Members Briefing reports
Polling Districts & Polling Station Review -  PC happy with current arrangements
Standards Committee Annual Bulletin

HomeWatch information

PC N Busby/Inspector P Hodgson – Policing Reports
Cheshire Association of Local Councils – query re PC’s Planning Policy
Councillor Stuart Parker – former Little Chef Premises Licensing Appeal
Commercial Estates Group – Saighton Camp Highway Improvement Works
Justin Paul – copy of letter of objection re 84 Tarvin Road

Kate Pritchard, Fir Tree Lane – raising issue of dog fouling in Fir Tree Lane.  It was noted that FTL was an unadopted road and as such did not fall under the jurisdiction of the Parish Council.  However, the Clerk would seek advice from CALC on what could be done as a precedent may have been set elsewhere.  It was also confirmed that Littleton had a Tree Warden, namely Simon Mageean though any inquiries could also be directed at Ian Aldred at CW&C. 
Action :  Clerk to contact CW&C
11/73  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
RESOLVED:  that it be confirmed that the next meeting of the Parish Council will 

                       be held on Monday 17 October 2011

11/74  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1)  CW&C Budget  - Councillor Parker asked the PC to note that he had access to £10K of funding that could help with any projects being contemplated.
2)  Traveller Sites - Councillor Parker briefed Members of the PC on CW&C’s current consideration of providing sites around Chester for travellers.

3)  Chester Villages Community Forum – Councillor Parker informed Members that the local Forum was back in business.

4)  Celebrating Cheshire – Councillor Parker briefed Members about the event being held on 16 & 17 September.

5)  Litterpicking – the Chairman reported she had received a complaint from Mrs Cooper that the Litter Warden had only been seen twice in Stamford Court and Broadmead.  The Clerk explained the priorities given to Mrs Woods in the execution of her duties but would inspect the area to see if priorities needed to be revised.

Action : Clerk  to inspect the litter situation in Stamford Court/Broadmead

6)  Stamford Court/Broadmead – Noticeboard – the Clerk confirmed that the replacement of the noticeboard was in hand
7)  Tarvin Road – Bus Shelter – Councillor Stockdale reported that a glass panel in the bus shelter adjacent to 6 Tarvin Road was loose.

Action: Clerk to report to CW&C
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