Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 8 May 2006  at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Edward Kirk (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   Gail Carroll, Hilary Davies and Anne Stockdale.
IN ATTENDANCE:  County Councillor J Burke, City Councillors B Bailey and 
                                J R Boughton and local residents as listed on the attendance 
                                sheet

06/24  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:  that Councillor Edward Kirk be appointed Chairman for the ensuing

                      year

06/25  APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:  that Councillor Hilary Davies be appointed Deputy Chairman for the

                      ensuing year
06/26  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors Joanne Ahmadi, David Brodie and Sheila Cowell.
06/27  THE MAST

City Councillor Brian Bailey reported that he had asked a series of questions of the City Council in relation to the planning approval granted for the telecommunications mast and was expecting a response later on in the week.

He had also been in contact with T-Mobile and was hopeful for a positive response.  It was likely that a meeting would be held on site where it would be shown that the plans submitted, in relation to the comparative heights of trees on the site and the tower, were inaccurate and misrepresented the situation.  He pointed out that it was possible that T-Mobile, being dependent on their contractors, had no idea that an error of representation had occurred and would now be carrying out their own investigation.
06/28  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 30 January 2006 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record subject to Gail Scullion being added 

                       to the list of Parish Councillors attending.
06/29  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  A51 – Signage – It was noted that there were still two signs on the A41/A55 that directed M6 bound traffic on to the A51.  County Councillor J Burke pointed out that this was a matter for the Highways Agency.
2)  Littleton Lane – the Clerk reported that the County Engineer had informed him that those responsible for the slipshod way in which the filling of potholes on Littleton Lane had been undertaken recently had been dealt with. Councillor Bailey reported that there were similar problems over road maintenance in both Guilden Sutton and Christleton.

3)  A51 – Road Noise – the Parish Council were concerned to learn that the County Engineer was not intending to take any further action in relation to the road noise issue and felt that this was not good enough.  

It was suggested that solar powered 40 mph signs be deployed on the A51 and it was agreed that the Parish Council approach the County Council to request one.
06/30  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)   06/00634/COU – Change of Use of Redundant Stables to Offices – Littleton Old Hall – this had caused considerable disquiet amongst local residents who were very concerned that the property would develop progressively into a business park causing additional traffic, overdevelopment of the site and harm to visual amenity.   

It was noted that although the Old Hall site had been a business premises before the current owners acquired it, it most certainly could not have been described as a small industrial complex and the application was seen as a further move in that direction.  In addition, the proposed access to the site was via a field track not owned by the applicant and residents were seeking assurances that at no future date should access be authorised via Fir Tree lane. 
There were also concerns that the barns could be accommodating bats and owls and their wellbeing would have to be managed.

The Parish Council also saw the proposed and any future development as a threat to the Green Belt that existed between Christleton and Littleton.
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council strongly object to the proposed 

                      development
2)  06/00159/FUL – Replace Door with Window on West Face – The Flat, 5 Hunters Court, Little Heath Road, Littleton – it was noted that this application had received approval by the Planning Authority.  The Parish Council were disappointed that it appeared that no stringent conditions had been put in place with regard to the colour of the windows so that they matched the other properties.  The Clerk was asked to write to the City Council about this.
3)     06/00521/FUL –  Single Storey Rear Extension - 17 Littleton Lane, Littleton – this was a small infill at the back of the property.
RESOLVED:  that the application be supported

4)  06/00746/FUL – Demolition of Existing Buildings, Change of Use of Barn to Dwelling and Construction of Replacement Building – Stamford Lodge, Tarvin Road 
RESOLVED: that the Parish Council object to the proposed development on the 

                      grounds of Green Belt and because the design of the main dwelling 

                      in particular is totally out of keeping with the area, being far to large 

                      and grandiose
5)  06/00110/FUL – Single Storey Front and Side Extensions – 28 Stamford Court, Littleton -  it was noted that this application had been granted permission by the Planning Authority
6)  06/00190/FUL – Two Storey Rear Extension – 2 Hawthorn Cottage, Little Heath Road, Littleton - it was noted that this application had been refused by the Planning Authority
7)  06/00395/FUL – Two Storey Extension – Primulas, Fir Tree Lane, Littleton 

RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council have no objection to the proposed 

                      development but are aware that the neighbour behind the property                                            

                      has made observations about the proposed first floor balcony
06/31 PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council making reference to the need for two further quotations for groundworks in relation to the location of the Vicars Cross in order to comply with Standing Orders/Financial Regulations. Whilst he had approached two other firms they had not yet responded.  It was also noted that if the cross was to be located at this particular site the Rugby Club would have to remove their sign.  This was being dealt with by the County Engineer.
In addition he presented the Annual Accounts which would be submitted to the Internal Auditor for scrutiny making special reference to the need to increase the Fidelity Insurance cover to £18,000 to comply with the recommendation of the Auditor.
RESOLVED: that i)  the report of the Clerk be received
                               ii)  the Clerk continue in his efforts to obtain two more 
                                 quotations for consideration


      iii)  the Summary of Accounts be signed by the Chairman



      iv)  the Statement of Assurance be signed


       v)  following the Local Gvt pay award the Clerk’s salary be

                                 confirmed at £1694 pa



      vi)  the Litter Warden’s rate of pay be confirmed at £5.80 per hr
06/32   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



242.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        26.00

3)  Litter Warden    28hrs @ £5.47/£5.80          


           159.76
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – May
                                             30.00
5)  Messrs Hacker Young – Audit Fee




  82.25
6)  Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Annual Sub

107.94
7)   Bank charges Sept/Dec/March




    1.00

8)  Allianz Cornhill – Annual Insurance Premium


333.76
06/33  INCOME
RESOLVED :  that the following income be noted:-
1)  Precept







         1500.00
2)  Double Taxation Grant






480.00
06/34  CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £4.88
06/35  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Chester City Council – City/Parish Council Liaison Meeting on Housing Issues




-  Chester City Council Contributions to Play Area in Parished 

                                   Areas 2006/7

DEFRA – Getting to Grips with the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 
                 2005 – a Parish Council Guide to Environmental Enforcement
Cheshire Community Council – Parish Network

Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Newsletter 107 – April 2006 – it was noted that Mr C White of CALC had offered to come to the next meeting of the Parish Council to talk about the work of CALC.  Members thought this would be worthwhile as would the much anticipated talk by Simon Mageean, the Tree Warden.  The Clerk was asked to set these talks up.
06/36  REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:  that the following appointments be made for 2006/7:-

Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Cllrs Kirk, Cowell & Davies
Police Forum – Cllrs Kirk and Ahmadi

North Gowy Panel – All, but principally Cllrs Brodie, Cowell & Davies
06/37  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that it be confirmed the Meetings of the Parish
                       Council  for the ensuing year be held on the following Mondays:-


10 July 2006


11 September 2006


30 October 2006


4 December 2006


29 January 2007



19 March 2007



7 May 2007 (AGM)
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