
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 9 May 2011 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.
PRESENT: Parish Councillor David Brodie (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
Anne Stockdale, Bettie Gilliatt, Sarah Rao and Hilary Davies 
IN ATTENDANCE:   Mr C Morley, Mr S Woods, Mr & Mrs K Williams 

                                  and Mr B Farrell
11/27  PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION

The Clerk reported on the recent Parish Council Election which saw Councillors David Brodie, Anne Stockdale, Bettie Gilliatt, Jonathan Bellis and Sarah Rao returned to office.  Hilary Davies was out of the country during this process and therefore had not been elected, whilst Edward Kirk had regretfully decided not to stand again.
These Councillors then signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms.

11/28  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:  that i)  Councillor D Brodie be elected Chairman for the meeting


       ii)   the election of Chairman for the year be deferred until the 

                                  next meeting of the Parish Council 

11/29  ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:  that the election of Deputy Chairman be deferred until the next

                       meeting of the Parish Council
11/30  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Jonathan Bellis and CW&C Councillors Stuart and Margaret Parker
11/31  MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

RESOLVED:  that  i)  Hilary Davies be co-opted onto the Parish Council



        ii)  filling the final Casual Vacancy be considered at the next
                                  meeting of the Parish Council

Councillor Hilary Davies then signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took her place with the Parish Council
11/32  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 March 2011 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record 
11/33  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
1)  Landscaping to Surrounds of Vicars Cross – the Clerk reported that he had met with a representative of the Highways Service on site and secured approval to the scheme .  Accordingly he had instructed the contractor to proceed.
2)  Electronic Consultation on Planning Applications – the Clerk reported on a meeting he had attended at Backford Hall about the CW&C scheme to replace the current by consultation hard copy mail with an electronic process.  He had offered to participate in a pilot scheme.

11/34  84 TARVIN ROAD – FORMER LITTLE CHEF PREMISES
It was reported that despite the strenuous objections by the Parish Council and local residents who had attended the Hearing, a licence had been granted.  Particular concern was expressed about the hours of opening which extended to 11.00pm Sunday to Thursday and 11.30pm on Friday and Saturday.  As these hours did not match the current hours of opening it was inevitable that a planning application for change would be submitted and, accordingly, one had been received ref. 11/01410/S73.  The Parish Council had responded in the first instance by suggesting to the Planning Authority that as the licensing decision was the subject of an appeal then consideration of the planning application should be postponed until the result of the appeal was known.  The Clerk reported that the Authority had subsequently informed him that they considered licensing and planning as two completely separate matters and were not intending to delay consideration of the planning application.
It was generally agreed that the main issue for residents was the restaurant trading beyond 10.00pm.  Other concerns included nuisance from and safety of customers walking up the A51 late at night though it was noted that this had not been picked up in the Police representation and this would be taken up with them.

It was noted that Councillor Stuart Parker had called it in for a full Planning Board debate.  Members confirmed that they would be making the same objections to the change of hours as they did to the licensing application which included disturbance created by people leaving the premises at night; anti-social behaviour eg. excessive noise and revelry; unacceptable noise from vehicles arriving and leaving premises at night; light pollution from car headlights and lights from discos; disturbance by music, especially on summer nights when doors and windows were opened and nuisance from people congregating to smoke outside the premises, both the fumes drifting onto neighbouring properties and raised voices due to the consumption of alcohol.
There were also some concerns expressed about correspondence from residents not being logged on the Planning website but it was acknowledged this problem may have been due to a misunderstanding of how the system operated.
Action:  Clerk to contact Police re their Representation and CW&C re Planning Website.
11/35  ROAD ISSUES
1)  A51/Littleton Lane Junction – Members noted that despite the Parish Council continually expressing concern about the dangers of the junction and calling for a barrier to prevent drivers crossing the flow of traffic, the recent diversions arising from work undertaken on the A41 had resulted in signs encouraging drivers to do just that.

Action:  Clerk to contact CW&C Highways
2)  Electrical Installations at Bus Shelters – it was noted that the metal covers to the electrical installations at the bus shelters on Tarvin Road had been removed, possibly stolen.  In their place was a taped binding which Members felt was inadequate protection from a potential electrical hazard.
Action:  Clerk to contact CW&C Highways

3)  “The Littleton Gap” – it was reported that when the A55 was built through Littleton there had been an undertaking by the authority to create a barrier of trees etc to screen the road from properties nearby and thereby reduce noise etc.  Concern had been expressed by Mr D Jenkins of Manor House that although over ten years had passed the vegetation planted had not created the expected or required barrier.  The vegetation appeared not to be growing as vigorously as expected and this could have been due to the effects of weed killer used nearby.
Action:  Clerk to raise issue with CW&C Highways
4)  Traffic on A51  -  Councillor Brodie reported that Councillor Bellis had again approached Middlewich Town Council with regard to the formation of an Action Group to tackle traffic using the road to/from the motorway.
11/36  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1)  11/01204/FUL – 16 Tarvin Road, Littleton – Single Storey Rear Extension – it was noted that it the main this was merely the covering over of an existing courtyard.
RESOLVED:  that the application be supported

2)  11/00975/FUL – 113 Tarvin Road, Littleton – First Floor Side Extension and Dormer Window to Front Roof Plane – it was noted that this application had been withdrawn 
3)  11/01410/FUL – 84 Tarvin Road, Littleton – Amendment of Condition Relating to Opening Hours From 7am – 10pm to 9am – 11.30pm and 1.00am for Christmas and New Years Eve
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council strongly object to the application on the

                      grounds previously stated

4)  11/00429/FUL – 85 Tarvin Road, Littleton – Replacement Dwelling - Members recalled that a similar development was proposed for the property some time previously, about which they had concerns.  The new submission appeared to address the concern about proximity of the building to the boundary but members felt that this should be checked to ensure it conformed to the rules.  There were also concerns about run off from the new hard standing area.  In addition, it was noted that whilst the plans stated that the first floor side elevation windows "will be obscure glazed", the documentation stated the windows "can be obscure glazed".  Members felt that obscure glazing there should be a condition of any approval.

RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council’s observations and concerns be conveyed 

                       to the Planning Authority

5)  11/01744/FUL - 7 Fir Tree Lane, Littleton – Conservatory at Rear
RESOLVED:  that the application be supported
11/37  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES

The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council making particular reference to the current Internal Audit and the forthcoming External Audit.  He also reported that the Parish Council was now set up for PAYE in respect of his salary as was now required by HMRC.
RESOLVED:  that  i)  the report of the Clerk be received
                                        ii)  the Annual Governance Statement be signed
11/38   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary - April and May less tax        



236.80
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        28.50
3)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – May  
                              

  30.00  
4)  Litter Warden    12hrs @ £6.31          


                       75.72
5)  Broker Network – PC Insurance




314.39

6)  CALC - Annual Subscription





153.90

7)  Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society – Annual Subscription

    8.00
11/39  INCOME
RESOLVED:  that the following income be received:-
1)  Precept







        3,500.00

11/40  CLERK – PETTY CASH
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £13.40

11/41   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which included:-
Mr E Kirk – Letter informing Parish Council of intention to not stand for office

Cheshire West and Chester Council
A41 Waverton – Remedial Maintenance Works
Notice of Determination re 84 Tarvin Road – Clerk informed CW&C that Littleton Parish Council omitted from list of representation documents

Parish Council Electronic Consultation with Planning Service

Planning Notification Pilot Scheme

Notification of payment of Precept

Mid –Cheshire Footpath Society – Chairman’s Report and AGM invite
PC N Busby/Inspector P Hodgson – Policing Reports
Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
Affiliation fee request
HMRC – Employer Requirements and Information on PAYE

Steve and Sorrel Woods – litterpicking.  Discussion of whether PC should offer jabs to guard against Hepatitis B.  Clerk to check what CW&C policy was. 
11/42  REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:  that i)  Councillors Hilary Davies and David Brodie be appointed as 

                                  Parish Council representatives on Cheshire Association of 

                                  Local Councils


        ii)  consideration of representation on the Police Forum be 

                                  deferred until the next meeting of the Parish Council
11/43  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
RESOLVED:  that the meetings of the Parish Council for the ensuing year be;-

                      
18 July 2011 



5 September 2011




17 October 2011 



5 December 2011 




23 January 2012




12 March 2012




14 May 2012 (AGM)
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