
Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 10 September 2012 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.
PRESENT: Parish Councillor Hilary Davies (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors Anne Stockdale, Sarah Rao, Jonathan Bellis and John Martin
IN ATTENDANCE:   Local residents Mr S Woods and Mr D Pollock                            

12/55  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors Bettie Gilliatt and David Brodie and PC N Busby

12/56  ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:  that the election of Deputy Chairman be deferred to the next

                       meeting of the Parish Council
12/57   PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME

1)  A51 Tarvin Road – Mr Woods and Mr Pollock described the problems that householders were experiencing in terms of vibration and noise from the road.  This was partly due to some of the metal covers and their housings breaking up. 

There was no doubt that a major factor was vehicles, often HGVs, speeding on the road.  Speed traps were set occasionally but until drivers were actively dissuaded from using what was perceived as a lower mileage link from the M6, then the problem of the A51 operating beyond its capacity would continue as would the danger to pedestrians and damage to property.
Various ways of combating speeding on the road were discussed including the training of civilians to operate speed guns and the deployment of solar powered signs.  Funding was a significant factor in this.

Councillor Bellis and the Clerk had made good progress in drafting the letter that would be sent to the Highways Officer and CW&C Members about the lack of action over the years on road matters and hoped to send it off in the next day or so.

Action:  Clerk and Cllr Bellis to finalise letter and send

12/58  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 July 2012 be 
                      confirmed as a correct record
12/59  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
1)  Littleton Lane - Pot Holes – it was reported that the resurfacing works to both Littleton Lane and The By-Pass in July had still not materialised.  The Clerk was asked to find out when it was intended to carry out this work.  Mention was also made about the standard of workmanship of the resurfacing on Pearl Lane which missed the edges of the road in places and the need for resurfacing on Little Heath Road where there were ruts that made cycling particularly hazardous.
Action:  Clerk to contact CW&C
2)  Affordable Housing – Councillor Rao reported that there would be one last meeting which she was attending and would report back.
3)  Trees in Littleton – the Clerk reported that he was currently in touch with Simon Mageean, the Tree Warden, and was hopeful he would be able to attend a Meeting of the Parish Council in the near future.
12/60  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  12/03036/FUL – 99 Tarvin Road, Littleton – Conservatory to Side etc
RESOLVED:  Whilst noting that this was a retrospective application the Parish 

                       Council have no objection to the application
2)  Appeal Decision - Land Rear Of Kirks Nurseries, 6-8 Tarvin Road - Construction of One Dwelling (Demolition of Horticultural 
Glass Houses)
It was reported that the Appeal had failed.  Members discussed what options there were for the owners of the site ie horticultural use v housing and would keep a watching brief.

12/61   PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES

The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council and confirmed that the Parish Council had received satisfactory internal and external audit reports.  The Clerk also reported on the impact of the new waste and recycling scheme on the work of the Litter Warden
RESOLVED:  that the report of the Clerk be received
12/62    ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary – Aug & Sept less tax 

        


236.80

2)  HMRC – PAYE Aug & Sept    





  59.20

3)  Typing and office services  
                                                        23.50
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Sept   
                              

  30.00 
5)  Audit Commission – Fee for Ext Audit 



  60.00

6)  Litter Warden – 18 hours @ £6.31                                                 113.58
     Plastic Bags             






    1.18

12/63   CLERK – PETTY CASH
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £2.92
12/64   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which included:-
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Local Plan – Report and CD
Council Tax Consultation

Land at Rear of Kirks Nursery – appeal dismissed

Members’ Briefings - various

PC N Busby/Inspector P Hodgson – Policing Reports
Audit Commission
Completion of External Audit

Appointment of External Auditor 2012/13
Cheshire Playing Fields Association
Magazine Summer 2012

Rt Hon Stephen Moseley MP – poster for noticeboard re his surgery
Councillor Bettie Gilliatt – request to report to meeting in her absence spate of break ins to sheds on Tarvin Road.  She felt that the police response had been very good.
12/65  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
RESOLVED:  that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on 

                       Monday 15 October 2012 

12/66  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1)  New Waste and Recycling Scheme – Members discussed problems that had occurred with the rolling out of the new bins in Littleton.
2)  The Litter Gatherer – Members reflected on the activities of the man in the Parish who continued to collect rubbish and then deposit bags of it in particular locations.  The police were liaising with his family and it was agreed that the Parish Council keep the situation under scrutiny.

3)  Green Belt – it was agreed that the Parish Council should add its voice to those opposing the current plan by CW&C to open up Green Belt land surrounding the City.

Action:  Clerk to write to CW&C
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