Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 11 May 2009 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Barrie Gilliatt (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   Hilary Davies, Sheila Cowell, Anne Stockdale, David Brodie
                   and John Lyon.
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr C Morley

                                Mrs & Mrs Chadwick
09/25  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Barrie Gilliatt be appointed Chairman for the 

                       ensuing year

09/26  APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN                
RESOLVED:  That Councillor Hilary Davies be appointed Deputy Chairman for 

                       the ensuing year

09/27  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Ted Kirk.
Members of the Parish Council paid tribute to the sterling work carried out by Councillor Kirk in his role as Chairman of the Parish Council.
09/28   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 March 2009 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record subject to it being noted that whilst 

                       Parish Councillor Ted Kirk had submitted a letter of resignation 

                       from the Parish Council (9/22), this was subsequently withdrawn  

 at the Parish Council’s request.
09/29  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1) Christleton Playground – Parish Councillor David Brodie reported that the Fund Raising Sub Group had been offered a grant of £45,000 from Cheshire West and Chester Council towards the £80,000 required.  However, there were strings attached which needed clarifying.
2)  Fly Tipping on Pearl Lane – it was thought this had now ceased but Councillor
     Anne Stockdale undertook to verify this.


09/30  A51 TARVIN ROAD/ROAD ISSUES
It was agreed that a further meeting be set up with representatives of the  Highways Engineer to try to progress the ongoing issues relating to the roads in Littleton.
It was reported that two of the long awaited bus shelters had been removed.  The Clerk had investigated this and had learned that this had been carried out on safety grounds as the concrete they had been set in was faulty and they were wobbling.  He had been told they would be put back promptly.  There were also concerns that electrical units were protruding from the pavement and were a hazard and that not all the shelters were fully lit.  The Clerk was asked to take these matters up with the Highways Engineer.
It was also reported that a report on speed limits commissioned by Cheshire County Council in 2006 had just been published.  Since the cost implications of implementing the whole report was several million pounds, the chances of it being adopted in its entirety was low thus a scheme to make an adjustment the A51 Tarvin Road speed limit had to be regarded with this in mind.  The Clerk was asked, however, to invite the County Engineer to come to Littleton to try to cross the road with Members of the Parish Council.
09/31  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  09/10594/FUL - 53 Tarvin Road – Partly Retrospective Application for the Retention of Amenity/Admin Building, Lakes and Use of Land for Mixed Agricultural/Fishery Use
Members were not happy that this was another retrospective application for the property on the back of the previous application for the shed that was refused but not enforced by the Planning Authority.  

The application stated that the building was to house 20 members and guests for fishing but how could this possibly be enforced?  There was also a certain amount of scepticism about the admin building which in time could be modified into living accommodation.
RESOLVED: that whilst the Parish Council has no objection in principle to the 
                     application it feels that it should not be considered until the previous 

                     issue has been properly resolved.
2) 09/10561/FUL – Flat 1, Littleton Hall – Partly Retrospective Vehicular Access, Landscaping and Open Fronted Garage – the Parish Council had raised the issue of earthmoving activity etc on the site and the Enforcement Officer had visited the property.  Subsequent to this the planning application had been made.  The Clerk had already raised the issue of the access onto the A51 with the County Highways Engineer.
RESOLVED: that the Parish Council have no comments in relation to the 
                      landscaping and garage works but have concerns about the 
                      opening up of the old vehicular access onto the busy A51.
09/32  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council and made reference to the Annual Audit which was due to commence; the possibility of using a new Insurer and the recent Local Government pay award (wef 1 April 2008) which affected his salary.
RESOLVED:  that 1) the report of the Clerk be received
                              2) the Statement of assurance be signed by the Chairman

                              3) the 2.45% increase in the Clerk’s salary be approved
09/33   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



254.00
2)  Salary arrears







  42.00

3)  Typing and office services  
                                                        24.00 
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – May  
                              

  30.00  
5)  Litter Warden    32hrs @ £6.00          


                      192.00
6)  Cheshire Assn of Local Councils – subscription 


135.30
7)  Bank Storage Fee






    1.00

09/34   INCOME
1)  Barclays Bank – Interest 





     .59
 









     .51








(2/6/08)            1.88
2)  Cheshire West and Chester Council – Precept

       2,000.00
3) Chester City Council – Litter Warden Grant


          372.60

09/35   CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £5.42
09/36   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Partnerships Bulletin

Local Government Reorganisation – Building Control Consultancy

Changes to Planning Process in Cheshire

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Public Sector Duties

Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service
Final Corporate Plan and Integrated Risk Management Plan 
Mr R Chadwick, 20 Tarvin Road
New Three Bin Refuse Collection Service – it was agreed that this would be referred to City Councillor Stuart Parker for him to investigate.

09/37  REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED:  that the following appointments be made:-

Police Forum – Councillors John Lyon, Barrie Gilliatt and Ted Kirk

Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Councillors Barrie Gilliatt, Hilary Davies and Sheila Cowell

09/38  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that the meetings for 2009/10 be held on:-


Monday 13 July 2009

Monday 7 September 2009 

Monday 26 October 2009 

Monday 7 December 2009 

Monday 25 January 2010

Monday 15 March 2010

Monday 10 May 2009 (AGM)

09/39   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1)  Light in Park Lane – It was reported that a light in Park Lane was not functioning.  Councillor Sheila Cowell offered to ascertain the number of the pole so the Clerk could pass this on to the authority, bearing in mind this was an unadopted road.
2)  Order of Business – it was agreed that for future meetings Public Speaking Time would be offered at the beginning rather than the end of the proceedings.
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