Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 13 July 2009 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Barrie Gilliatt (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   Hilary Davies, Sheila Cowell, Anne Stockdale, Edward Kirk
                   and John Lyon.
IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor Stuart Parker

Mr C Morley

09/40  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Hugo Deynem.
09/41  PARISH COUNCILLOR EDWARD KIRK
Parish Councillor Ted Kirk was welcomed back by his fellow Members.
09/42   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 May 2009 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record.
09/43  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

   1) Park Lane – Lighting – the Clerk reported that he had been making enquiries of the Highways Engineer of the new authority to ascertain whether they would be willing to continue the practice of Chester City Council of replacing light bulbs in the lamps situated in the two un-adopted roads in Littleton.  There was discussion on where the responsibility lay for maintenance of lamps.  It was agreed that the Parish Council await the response of the Highways Engineer which would include the likely cost of such maintenance.
09/44  A51 TARVIN ROAD/ROAD ISSUES
1)  Grove Gardens – Members recalled that whilst they felt that parts of the road surface were unsatisfactory the pot holes were apparently of insufficient depth to warrant remedial work by the Highways Engineer.
2)  Bus Shelters – it was noted that the bus shelters which had been removed were now back in place.  However, not all were lit and it was reported that one of the shelters was still wobbly.  There were also Health and Safety concerns about the metal stump which had been left adjacent to the shelter nearest to 8 Tarvin Road.  It was agreed that the Clerk write to the new Highways Engineer in a final attempt to getting the matter resolved before escalating the issue to the Chief Executive.
3)  Obstruction of Pavement – the Clerk was asked to contact the police with regard to the regular blocking of the narrow pavement on Tarvin Road by parked vehicles and the frequent instances of cars being displayed for sale on the wider pavement.

4)  Meeting With Highways Engineer – Members noted that the Highways Engineer had still not responded with regard to a follow-up meeting about road issues and to the Parish Council’s invitation to join them in an attempt to cross the busy A51.  The Clerk was asked to chase this up.  It was also intended to raise the long standing road issues at the forthcoming meetings with the new authority.
5)  Flooding of Verge – Councillor Sheila Cowell raised the issue of the verge in front of 88 Tarvin Road in which there was now a significant dip which was flooding with water as a result of the work to the bus shelter.  
09/45  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  09/10561/FUL – Flat 1, Littleton Hall – Partly Retrospective Vehicular Access, Landscaping and Open Fronted Garage – the Parish Council noted that planning permission had been granted for this application.

2)  09/10493/FUL – 85 Tarvin Road – Replacement Dwelling – Members found it hard to understand the pulling down of a solid house where there appeared to be no structural problems.   Whilst admittedly it was old fashioned it was double glazed and has loft insulation.

 

There were also concerns about the effects of the demolition and movement of heavy machinery and where the vans and lorries would park.   On the pavement would cause problems as the houses on either side would not be able to see oncoming traffic.  

 

Members challenged the applicant's assertion that the current building was out of context with its neighbours as every house on the road was different and felt that extending would be a better option.
 

In addition, the road in front flooded every time there was heavy rain as there was a dip in the road and all the excess water tended to stand there. The Parish Council would strongly object to any brick paving or hard standing for additional cars as this would only add to the problem. 

RESOLVED:  that the above observations be conveyed to the Planning Authority.

3)  09/10883/FUL – 61 Tarvin Road – Single Storey Conservatory to Rear
RESOLVED:  that the application be supported

4)  53 Tarvin Road – Members discussed the history of planning applications relating to this property with particular regard to the bin store relative to the new bins system.

09/46  LITTLETON HALL FARM
The Parish Council discussed issues that had arisen in relation to the above property.

09/47  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council and referred to the recent concerns expressed by a resident about the condition of the notice board at Stamford Court/Broadmead and the need to remove a stump at the Cross site.  Members also discussed the practicalities of undertaking mailshots.
In addition, Mr Morley suggested that the Parish Council might like to organise a village event such as a garden open day in aid of charity as had been undertaken very successfully by other villages.
RESOLVED:  that 1) the report of the Clerk be received
                              2) the Clerk be asked to obtain a quotation for the renewal of 


  the notice board serving Stamford Court/Broadmead
                              3) the Clerk liaise with Councillor Hilary Davies with a view to 

 
  organising the removal of the stump
                              4) steps be taken to organise a garden open day

09/48   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



254.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        24.00 
3)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – July  
                              

  30.00  
4)  Litter Warden    36hrs @ £6.00          


                      216.00
5)  Game & Co – PC Insurance





325.26
09/49   INCOME
1)  Barclays Bank – Interest 





     .10
 









     .53










     .51
2)  War Stock Dividend





             15.78
09/50   CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £20.62
09/51   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Local Councillors Event
Electoral Review

Local Councils Delivery Project

Partnership Bulletin

Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum

Partnerships West

Review of Current Contractual and Funding Arrangements

West Cheshire Local Strategic Partnership Network Conference
Boundary Commission – Electoral Review of the New CWAC Unitary Authority
Land Registry – Register Your Land – A Guide for Parish Councils
Mr & Mrs Clelland – Lighting in Park Lane
Phillip Addison – Littleton Hall Farm

Ches Assn of Local Councils – Newsletter – July 2009

· Chester Area Meeting – Policing Issue

09/52  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that the next meeting be held on Monday 7 September 2009 

09/53   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1)  Bins – it was noted that some residents were having problems with the new system.  These had been referred to Councillor Stuart Parker.
2)  Stamford Court/Broadmead – the Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Engineer to clarify whether the grit bins would be topped up in the autumn.

3)  Notice Board on Hare Lane – the Clerk undertook to put up the replacement noticeboard in Hare Lane before the next meeting.
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