
Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 16 July 2012 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.
PRESENT: Parish Councillor Hilary Davies (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors Anne Stockdale, Sarah Rao, Bettie Gilliatt, Jonathan Bellis and John Martin
IN ATTENDANCE:   PC Neil Busby                                  

12/41  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:  that Councillor Hilary Davies be elected Chairman of the Parish

                      Council for the ensuing year 

12/42  ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:  that the election of Deputy Chairman be deferred to the next

                       meeting of the Parish Council
12/43  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor David Brodie and Mr C Morley.
12/44   PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME

1)  Telephone Fraud - PC Neil Busby reported to Members about telephone scams that people should be wary of.  
12/45  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 May 2012 be 
                      confirmed as a correct record subject to local resident                    

                      Mr D Pollock being listed as attending.
12/46  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
1)  Littleton Lane - Pot Holes – it was reported that resurfacing works were to be carried out to both Littleton lane and The By-Pass later in the month and was hoped that the quality of the work would be better than what had been carried out on Pearl Lane recently.
2)  A51 – Tarvin Road – it was noted that a number of new big potholes had appeared in the main road and that a grid was clattering.  This ongoing deterioration of the road was a result of its overuse, particularly by HGVs which continued to speed through Littleton particularly during the night.
Members of the Parish Council expressed their concern and frustration about no apparent progress by the local authority to solve long standing road issues including the speed of traffic on the A51; safety of pedestrians trying to cross the main road; the safety of the Tarvin Road/Littleton Lane/Hare Lane junction and  continued routing of HGVs via the A51 rather than via the M56/53

The Parish Council recalled that officers of Cheshire County Council had attended meetings in the past to discuss what could be done to make the road safer but apart from the pedestrian islands nothing else had been done despite assurances.  It was agreed that new vigorous efforts should be made to press for something to be done to alleviate these problems as well as highlighting the need for the roundabout to have yellow hatched boxes and the traffic lights to be confined to rush hours.  A letter would be sent to the Chairman of the Highways Committee and other relevant Councillors/Officers.
Yet again it was noted that significant numbers of motorists were diverting through the lanes through Littleton and Christleton to avoid the Sainsburys Roundabout.

Action:  Councillor Bellis liaise with Clerk to produce a letter to be sent to CW&C
3)  Affordable Housing – Councillor Stockdale reported on the recent drop in session which she felt had been most useful.  A number of sites had been identified across the Chester Villages area which, it was noted, was required to find 28 affordable homes per annum.

4)  Pearl Lane – Rubbish – it was noted that this lane was now clear.
5)  Litter – Councillor Martin reported he had removed a substantial amount of litter from the border to Tarvin Road near the roundabout but unfortunately had to arrange for it to be taken to Manchester as the waste facility at Chester refused to take it.
12/47 TREES IN LITTLETON
The Clerk was asked to contact Mr S Mageean, the local Tree Warden, direct to see if he would be able to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council as Members were keen to discuss TPO issues with him.

Action:  Clerk to contact S Mageean

12/48   PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES

The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council.
RESOLVED:  that the report of the Clerk be received
12/49   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary – June & July less tax 

        


236.80

2)  HMRC – PAYE June & July    





  59.20

3)  Typing and office services  
                                                        31.00
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – July   
                              

  30.00 
5)  JDH Business Services  





  99.00

6)  Litter Warden – 18 hours @ £6.31                                                113.58
7)  Barclays Bank – Storage Charge 




   1.00

8)  Cllr B Gilliatt – Jubilee Picnic Expenses                                        100.00

12/50  INCOME
RESOLVED:  that the following income be received:-

1)  CW&C – Precept                                                                        3,500.00

2)  War Stock Dividend                                                                         15.78

3)  History of Littleton book sales                                                          30.00
12/51   CLERK – PETTY CASH
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £42.80
12/52   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which included:-
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Chester Villages Consultation Event
Community Governance Review of Littleton

New Draft Code of Conduct

Members’ Briefings - various

PC N Busby/Inspector P Hodgson – Policing Reports
Gt Boughton Parish Council
Affordable Housing Drop-in

Suggestion re Chester Group of PCs – Members confirmed they would participate in an inter-pc group if there were significant items to be discussed
Cheshire Association of Local Councils  -  E Bulletins

Council Tax Support – Effect on Parishes
CPRE – Chester Green Belt Study – to be circulated to Members
12/53  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
RESOLVED:  that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on 

                       Monday 10 September 2012 

12/54  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1)  Councillor Workshops – it was agreed that Councillors Stockdale and Martin be put forward to attend the next CHALC Councillor Workshop.
2)  Doggie Bin – it was suggested that the possibility of the provision of a doggie bin at the entrance to Park Lane be explored.

3)  Former Vicars Cross Nursery – it was noted that this area was deteriorating and required tidying up.

Action:  Clerk to contact CHALC and CW&C to progress
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