
Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 19 July 2010 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Hilary Davies (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   Anne Stockdale, David Brodie and Bettie Gilliatt 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillors Brian Bailey, Stuart Parker and Christleton Parish 

                                Councillor Geoff Butt
10/40  CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

RESOLVED:  that Councillor Hilary Davies be appointed as Chairman for the 
                       ensuing year
(Councillor Hilary Davies then took the Chair)
10/41  DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
RESOLVED:  that Councillor David Brodie be appointed Deputy Chairman for the 

                       ensuing year
10/42  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Edward Kirk and PC Neil Busby.

10/43  PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME

The Parish Council received a report from Geoff Butt of Christleton Parish Council regarding the current initiative to revive HomeWatch in the area.  He was keen to contact certain people in Littleton who may still be willing to act as Co-ordinators and in due course a meeting would be held to facilitate the formation of groups to network information etc.
Members confirmed they were very much in favour of HomeWatch and would wish to support the push to revive it.

10/44  MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council had two Casual Vacancies to fill.  As no candidates were in attendance at the meeting it was:-
RESOLVED:  that i)  consideration of co-opting to the Parish Council be deferred 

                                  to the next meeting 

                             ii)  the Clerk be asked to put a special notice on the 

                                  noticeboards to highlight the Parish Council’s need for 

                                  new members
Action: Clerk to draft and post notices and contact local press

10/45  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 May 2010 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record 
10/46  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)   Stamford Court/Broadmead – Grit Bin – the Clerk reported that he was still waiting to be informed by the CW&C Council when they were ready to fill the container back on site and would keep it safe in the meantime.

2)  Rugby Club Use of Parish Field – the Clerk reported he had spoken to the President of the Rugby Club who was progressing the planning application in relation to their use of the Parish Council field.  There was also discussion about the adjacent land where greenhouses were located.
3)  Footpath  – concerns had been expressed at the last meeting about the footpath running from the A51, alongside the quarry joining that extending from Fir Tree Lane. A resident had contacted the Parish Council about her fears that locked gates were to be installed at the Fir Tree Lane end that would stop people from using it.  Members also discussed the wall built at the side of the footpath and the deteriorating brickwork.  

The Clerk reported he had contacted Public Rights of Way and Planning Enforcement Officer who had inspected the property and surrounds and had confirmed that the landowner would not be able close off the footpath; the wall complied with planning regulations and the possibility of arranging for a finer top dressing on the path to facilitate buggy use would be explored.
4)  Overgrowing Vegetation – it was noted that a tree was overgrowing the path near the Tonge residence, the Littleton Hall pavement was still obstructed in places by a hedge and a sign was getting covered by the Rugby Club.  The Clerk undertook to arrange for the encroaching vegetation to be cut back.
Action:  Clerk to attend to vegetation
5)  Traffic Survey – Councillor Parker reported that the survey of traffic in and around Christleton had been completed and once the results had been compiled a meeting be held to discuss the way forward.
Action:  Clerk to write to Christleton Parish Council to ensure Littleton PC are included in the meeting.

10/47  ROAD ISSUES
Members discussed the efforts being made by local resident Jonathan Bellis to make some progress with the Highways officers in relation to improving safety on the A51 through Littleton and noted that these were issues that they themselves had been pursuing for many years.  Councillor Parker explained that the local authority resources were considerably stretched and any work on the A51 would unfortunately not be a top priority.  It was acknowledged that a lowering of the speed limit was unlikely to happen as the road was a major A route but that there had been some improvement as a result of the islands and cycle lanes etc.  It was also gratifying to note that the police were checking speed on the road and stopping motorists who exceeded the limit.
Members felt any further meeting between the Parish Council and the Highways Officer would serve no useful purpose at the present time.
10/48  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  10/11253/FUL – Rear of Heathfield, Tarvin Road – Conversion, Extension and Change of Use to Existing Brick Building to Residential Dwelling
The Parish Council noted that whilst this was a purportedly a revised version of the original proposal which had been refused planning permission there appeared to be little alteration to the design.  Therefore Members remained extremely concerned about the proposal to make radical changes to the shape and appearance of the building and wished to restate their objection.

RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council object strongly to the application on the

                      grounds that the design is very modern and out of character with 

                      the original building, especially in respect of the large windows on 

                      the South and West elevations.  This would also be a new 

                      residential building on Green Belt.  In addition, the authority should 

                      be reminded that the Public Footpath also runs the length of the 

                      driveway from where it is indicated on the plan to the A51 Tarvin 

                      Road.

2)  10/11636/FUL – Littleton Hall – Part Rebuilding and Reroofing of Existing Garages
RESOLVED:  That the application be supported

3)  10/11146/FUL – 75 Tarvin Road – To Erect Detached Garden Room at Rear
RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council express its concerns about this proposed 
                       development due to its size, it possibly being the first step towards 
                       creating additional living accommodation, proximity to the fence of 
                       77 Tarvin Road and the  potential for waterlogging the adjoining 

                       area. 
This application required a response prior to the meeting and the Parish Council’s concerns had been conveyed to the Planning Officer.  It was noted, however, that this application had been granted approval despite the Parish Council’s concerns.  Members noted this with some frustration and would keep an eye on the property to ensure the room was not lived in.

4)  10/11105/FUL – 85 Tarvin Road – Replacement Dwelling
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council object to this application as the proposed 

                      rebuild is totally out of character with its neighbours ie. rising to 3 

                      storeys with a height overpowering its neighbours and a 

                      conservatory built right up against its neighbour and a much larger 

                      footprint.

5)  10/11797/FUL – Toll Bar Cottage, Littleton Lane – Two Storey Rear Extension
RESOLVED:  that the proposed development be supported

6)  10/10532/FUL –The Cottage, Little Heath Road – Two Storey Side and Rear Extensions and Detached Double Garage – it was noted that this was subject to an Appeal.
7)  Sign – it was noted that a sign for storage facilities had been erected adjacent to the Cross.

Action:  Clerk to contact Enforcement Officer

10/49  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council and made particular reference to the report of the Internal Auditor and its recommendations.  He reported that the External Audit had been completed successfully.  He also detailed the new Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Parish Street Orderly Scheme (Litter Warden) and recommended that the Parish Council enter into this agreement with them.
RESOLVED:  that i)  the report of the Clerk be received
                             ii)  the Internal Auditor’s report be noted
                            iii)  the Chairman be authorised to sign the Parish Street 

                                  Orderly Scheme agreement
Action – Clerk to incorporate recommendations of Internal Auditor into his working practices
10/50   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



254.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        25.00 
3)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – July  
                              

  30.00  
4)  Litter Warden    40hrs @ £6.31          


                      252.40
5)  Bank Charges for storage




               1.00
6)  Harry Stebbing Workshop - Noticeboard                                     
437.10
7)  JDH Business Services – Internal Audit 09/10

             87.05
8)  Audit Commission – External Audit Fee


             58.75
9)  Bank Charge for Overdraft 




              3.29
10/51  INCOME  

1)  Clerk – Reimbursement to Parish Council of overdraft fee               3.29

2)  War Stock Dividend






  15.78

3)  Barclays Bank – Interest





    0.09











    1.46

10/52   CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £21.38
10/53   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which included:-
Christleton Parish Council – King Georges Fields – it was confirmed that Councillor David Brodie was a Trustee and that should he be unable to attend meetings of the Trustees he would contact his fellow Parish Councillors to arrange for a substitute to attend.  He also reported that £80,000 of funding had been obtained for the forthcoming refurbishment.

Cheshire West and Chester Council
Parish Street Orderly Scheme

Waste – Have Your Say

Everybody Benefits

Concessionary Travel

Cheshire Community Action  

 Newsletter June 2010

The Cheshire and Warrington Voluntary Community & Faith Survey

Cancer Research UK – letter of thanks for donation

Cheshire Association of Local Councils 

AGM Notice

Newsletters 132 & 133
10/54  REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
RESOLVED:  that the following appointments be made:-

Police Forum – Councillors Hilary Davies and Bettie Gilliatt
Cheshire Assn of Local Councils – Councillors Hilary Davies and Bettie Gilliatt

10/55  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on 

                       Monday 6 September 2010 

10/56   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1)  Grass Verges – it was reported that the grass verges on the A51 were being maintained to a high standard by the local authority and it was suggested that this should be acknowledged.
Action:  Clerk to write to Highways Officer

2)  Sign – it was reported that the Littleton Lane/Grove Gardens sign had been put up in the wrong place ie. in The By-Pass.  As it was designed specifically to guide people to Grove Gardens it needed to be installed in its original place nearer to Littleton Lane.
Action:  Clerk to inform Highways Officer

3)  Stamford Court/Broadmead – the Clerk reported he had received a telephone call from Mrs Cooper about problems in that area in relation to spraying of weeds and trees.
Action :  Clerk to contact CW&C.
Littleton Parish Council Minutes for 19 July 2010                                                                         2

