Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 20 March 2006  at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Edward Kirk (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors 
                   Sheila Cowell, Hilary Davies and Anne Stockdale.
IN ATTENDANCE:  County Councillor J Burke, City Councillors B Bailey and J R Boughton and local residents as listed on the attendance sheet

06/12  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Joanne Ahmadi.
06/13  THE MAST

The erection of a telecommunications mast at Tile Farm, Wicker Lane, Guilden Sutton had caused considerable upset to the residents of Tarvin Road.  
Discussion at the meeting centred around their complaint that there had been no consultation with the residents most affected by the mast and that the mast (one of the highest in Cheshire apparently) towered far in excess of the trees.
Councillor Boughton explained that the telecommunications people had been made to observe protocol which culminated in a meeting being scheduled to be held on site involving all interested parties.  However, a breakdown in communication resulted in Littleton Parish Council not being informed that the meeting was taking place and, apparently, none of the Guilden Sutton PC Members being present.  However, the Planning Board subsequently could find no planning reasons for turning the application down and approved the application.
Councillor Bailey commented it was clear that the impact on the people of Tarvin Road had not been considered and promised to look at the file in the City Council to investigate whether a breach of planning consent had occurred 
Whilst Littleton Parish Council had received details of this, the fourth application for the site, they had not been invited to a crucial site meeting at which they would have been able to reiterate concerns expressed on behalf of residents made in response to the three previous applications. Consequently it concerned all in attendance that the subsequent decision by the Planning Board to approve the planning application was clearly based on the wrong assumption that proper and adequate consultation had been undertaken. 

There was also significant concern expressed that the plans submitted, in relation to the comparative heights of trees on the site and the tower, were inaccurate.  Photographs showing the mast and the surrounding trees were compared to the plans and it was agreed that the plans misrepresented the situation.  This was an issue which had been previously raised by Guilden Sutton residents and Littleton Parish Council. A separate concern was the need for confirmation that the tower now in place was in strictly in accordance with the planning application approved. It was also argued that in the light of earlier applications for lower constructions at the same location, the height of the tower approved was taller than what was required.  

The Parish Council would therefore be seeking information to establish that the correct planning procedure had been adhered to and in any event be demanding that steps be taken to minimise the effect of the tower by re-siting, reduction in height, camouflage, colour or otherwise the now realised impact on local amenity.

06/14  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 30 January 2006 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record.
06/15  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  A51 – Road Noise – County Councillor J Burke reported that he was still awaiting a response from the Highways Agency in relation to the problem of excess noise from the road.  In the meantime the Clerk was asked to contact the County Engineer to report a number of areas on the A51 where the gully pots had failed.
2)  Littleton Lane – the Clerk was asked to contact the County Engineer to complain about the apparently slipshod way in which the filling of potholes on Littleton Lane had been undertaken recently.  It was noted, however, that the street lights had been repaired.

06/16  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  06/00159/FUL – Replace Door with Window on West Face – The Flat, 5 Hunters Court, Little Heath Road, Littleton 

RESOLVED:  that whilst the application is supported it is hoped that the Planning 

                       Board will stipulate that windows on the property conform with 1-4 
                       Hunters Court ie have wood either dark stained or black.
2)  06/00190/FUL – 2 Hawthorn Cottage, Little Heath Road, Littleton  - the Parish Council recalled that this property had been extended significantly already.
RESOLVED:  that it be questioned whether the new proposal providing a larger 

                       lounge and another bedroom constitutes overdevelopment of the 

                       property.
The Parish Council’s observations had been sent to the Planning Authority and it was noted that approval had been given with the condition that all external joinery have a paint finish to match the existing west elevation windows.
3)  05/02088/FUL – 53 Tarvin Road, Littleton - Creation of Pond to Improve Agricultural Field Drainage – it was noted that this development had received permission from the planning authority.
06/17 PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council making reference to the quotation received from W E Parsons for groundworks in relation to the location of the Vicars Cross and reminding Members that it would be necessary to obtain three quotations for the work in order to comply with Standing Orders/Financial Regulations.
RESOLVED: that i)  the report of the Clerk be received
                               ii)  the Clerk obtain two more quotations for consideration

06/18   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



235.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        19.00

3)  Litter Warden    28hrs @ £5.47               


           153.16
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Mar 
                                             30.00
5)  Grosvenor Stone – Vicars Cross                                                 1200.00

6)  Mid-Cheshire Footpath Soc – Annual Sub                                        8.00
06/19  INCOME
RESOLVED :  that the following income be noted:-
1)  Treasury Stock Dividend





308.61

2)  Chester City Council – Litter Warden refund                                  962.72
06/20  CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £5.03
06/21  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Chester City Council – Applications for Payment from Gowy North Area Committee 2006/7 Budget
                                       -  Greenspace and Biodiversity Audit

                                       - Double Taxation Payment

Cheshire Community Council – Community Pride Review 2005, Competition 2006

Cheshire Police Authority – Proposed Merger of Cheshire and Merseyside Police

Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society – Annual Report

Cheshire County Council – Chester Matters Feb & March
Correspondence relating to Mast from Ashley Murray, Edward Courage and Mr J D Ingledow.
06/22  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that it be confirmed the next Meeting of the Parish
                       Council (AGM) be held on Monday 8 May 2006.
06/23  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1)  Motorway Signage – it was believed that not all the signs on the A55 routing traffic via the A51 had been removed.

2)  Inconsiderate Parking – it was reported that a letter had been sent to the owners of vehicles parked on the cycleway telling them that if they persisted then the matter would be referred to the police.  Problem parking was also occurring near to Grove Gardens and in both cases it was proposed to refer the matter to the police.
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