Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 

28 January 2008  at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Edward Kirk (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   John Lyon, Hilary Davies and Sheila Cowell
IN ATTENDANCE:  City Councillors Brian Bailey and Stuart Parker



Local Residents Mr B Gilliatt, Mr E Courage, 

                                 Mr & Mrs D’Enrico, Mr R Coakley, Mr P Ashton, 

                                 Mr J Ingleton
08/01  APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors David Brodie and Anne Stockdale and PC Neil Busby.
08/02  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 December 2007 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record.
08/03  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  Vicars Cross Nursery – it was observed that whilst the advertising trailer parked at the entrance to the former nursery had been removed it was appearing at various other locations in the district to a probable plan.

2)  The Mast – City Councillor Brian Bailey was pleased to report that the height of the mast had been reduced to 30m with the remaining structure being painted to camouflage it as much as possible.  It now remained to get trees planted in the relevant gardens for further screen the mast from householders and Councillor Bailey was currently writing to those residents about this.

The possibility of further applications to locate additional equipment on the structure was discussed and it was agreed that all parties needed to be vigilant.  Councillor Bailey added that should the mast eventually become redundant as technology moved on, TMobile were obliged to remove the mast.
3)  Tarvin Road/Littleton Lane/Hare Lane Junction – the Clerk reported that the County Engineer had surveyed the junction and come up with 3 options which would reduce conflict there by restricting various movements. All options would allow a longer right turn lane into Littleton Lane to be provided to reduce the queuing on the A51. 

Option 1 - 
ban right the right turn into Hare Lane - only enforced by signing.



ban right turn and straight on out of Littleton Lane - enforced by 
                      physical island on Littleton Lane.

Option 2 - 
as above plus a ban on the right turn and straight ahead
                     movements from Hare Lane.

Option 3 -
as option 1 but with a build out on Hare Lane which would make the

                      right turn in, physically difficult to carry out therefore making its 

            
prohibition more likely to be respected.

The County Engineer had pointed out there would be benefits and disbenefits with all options which would need to be carefully considered should funding be allocated to take things any further.   He had also been made aware that the Highways Agency were looking at the possibility of carrying out a study of the A51/A55 junction area which would be likely to cover this junction. 
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council fully endorse Option 3.

4)  Vicars Cross Lights – it was noted that the timing of the lights was creating difficulties for traffic diverted from Hoole Road due to the bridge closure and bound for Tarvin Road in Great Boughton.  The Clerk was asked to contact the County Engineer to request that a stagger of greater duration be programmed into the lights to allow more cars to pass through.

5)  The Vicars Cross – it was noted that the Rugby Club had moved their sign a few metres further down the A51 to accommodate the location of the monument.  The Parish Council appreciated their co-operation in this matter.
The Clerk reported that a survey of the site had been carried out by a Structural Engineer who had recommended a specification for the base and its foundations.  This had been sent to the contractor who had confirmed that this work could be carried out and had provided a revised estimate to cover the extra work.
RESOLVED:  that the revised estimate of £1,340.00 (+VAT) be accepted

08/04  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council. In view of the diminishing returns on the Parish Council’s investments due to the low interest rates it was acknowledged, with regret, that the time had come for the Parish Council to levy a higher precept to cover its costs.
RESOLVED:  that i) the report of the Clerk be received
                             ii) a Precept of £2,000 be requested from the City Council for 

                                 2008/9.
08/05   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary 

                          



248.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        22.50     
3)  Litter Warden    32hrs @ £6.00          


                      192.00
                               Pay award arrears




  19.20
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Jan      
                              

  30.00
08/06   INCOME
1)  Chester City Council – Litter Warden Pay Award Arrears

   19.20
2)   War Stock Dividend






   15.78
3)  Barclays Bank Interest






   45.24

08/07   CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £4.68
08/08  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Cheshire County Council 
– Local Government Review in Cheshire





-  Validation of Planning Applications

Chester City Council
-  Code of Conduct DVD




-  People and Places – New Unitary Council 





-  Parish Precept 2008/9





-  Corporate Plan 2008-11

Cheshire Police Authority 
-  Have Your Say Meetings 2008/9

Cheshire Assoc of Local Councils – Newsletter 118



08/09  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on
            
Monday 17 March 2008.
08/10   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1) Cycle Lane Obstruction – it was reported that tree branches were blocking part of the cycleway on Tarvin Road.  The Clerk would take this up with the County Engineer.
2)  Bus Shelters – it was noted that whilst the parish contained six bus stops, none of them had shelters.  Councillor Parker agreed to take this up with the County Engineer.

3)  Littleton Lane – Pot Holes – concern was expressed about the condition of the road surface in Littleton Lane.  The Clerk was asked to take this up with the County Engineer.
4)  Roundabout  - it was noted that the road surface around the roundabout was deteriorating.  This would be taken up with the County Engineer whom it was hoped would be attending the next meeting of the Parish Council.
5)  Casual Vacancy – Mr B Gilliatt had attended the meeting and observed its proceedings with a view to being considered for filling the vacancy.  Members discussed this with him and it was agreed that he be invited to the next meeting.
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