Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 29 January 2007  at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Edward Kirk (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   David Brodie, Gail Carroll, Anne Stockdale, Hilary Davies and Sheila
                   Cowell
IN ATTENDANCE:  City Councillor Brian Bailey
                                Bron Kerrigan – Cheshire Community Council

                                Local residents J Hughes, Mr & Mrs C D’Enrico, J Ingleton 

                                and Mr & Mrs H Morgan
07/01   JOHN BOUGHTON
The Chairman paid tribute to the late John Boughton who had passed away suddenly in December and then Members of the Parish Council stood in silence in his honour.

07/02  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor J Burke.
07/03  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 December 2006 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record.
07/04  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  The Mast – Councillor Bailey reported on the current situation, informing the Parish Council that T Mobile had proposed to reduce the height by 5 metres.  He felt it was unlikely that any further reduction would be forthcoming although the company had been asked to explore all possible solutions including some modest lopping of the trees immediately adjoining the mast which could then possibly bring this about.  However, it was recognised that the trees were protected by a tree preservation order.  Apparently T Mobile had also applied for three antennae on the mast but there was no proposal for mast sharing at the moment.
It was hoped that when the mast height reduction had been carried out a proper assessment could be made of what was needed in terms of screening by tree planting.
It was noted that the mast issue was to be discussed by Guilden Sutton Parish Council (the Parish in which the mast was actually located) the following week and it was proposed that a delegation from Littleton attend.

2)  Notice Board – the Clerk reported that the notice board had been found to be beyond repair and had gathered information from a variety of firms who supplied new boards.  He was asked to bring a firm proposal and estimates of cost to the next meeting of the Parish Council, if possible including a quote from Barrowmore Cottage Industries.
3) Willaroyd, Littleton Lane  - the Clerk reported he still had received no response from the Planning Authority Enforcement Officer in relation to the building work at this property that appeared to be contrary to what had been approved.  Councillor Bailey undertook to chase this up.

4)  Planning – 53 Tarvin Road – Timber Outbuilding – it was noted that despite the householder having lost his appeal the shed was still in evidence.  Councillor Bailey offered to take this up with the Enforcement Officer.
07/05  PARISH PLAN
The Parish Council listened to a very informative presentation by Bron Kerrigan of the Cheshire Community Council about the function and benefits  of a Parish Plan and the process by which the Parish Council could help to bring this about for Littleton.  It was felt, however, that Littleton would benefit from teaming up with a neighbouring Parish in order to pursue this.

It was agreed that this would be discussed in depth at the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
07/06  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  06/02285/FUL – Stamford Lodge, Tarvin Road – Construction of a Replacement Dwelling with Existing Barn converted to garage with Ancilliary Living Accommodation Over.
RESOLVED:  that there be no observations made in respect of the proposed 

                      Development

2)  07/00077/FUL – 91 Tarvin Road – Loft Conversion, garden Room Extension, Replacement Garage and new front Boundary Wall
RESOLVED:  that there be no observations made in respect of the proposed 

                      Development

07/07  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council.  This included a Parish Council Budget balance sheet which showed income and commitments for the ensuing year, enabling Members to make an informed decision about the Precept required.
RESOLVED: that i) the report of the Clerk be received
                            ii) the Precept for 2007/8 be set at £1500

07/08   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



242.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        18.00

3)  Litter Warden    32hrs @ £5.80          


                      185.60
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Jan  
                                             30.00
07/09 CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £2.92
07/10 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Mr & Mrs G Clifton – Tarvin Road/Littleton Lane/Hare Lane Junction – copy correspondence with the County Engineer raising concerns about the design of the junction and offering suggestions as to making it safer.  City Councillor Brian Bailey had made the same points but likewise had heard nothing.  The Clerk was asked to contact the County Engineer to find out what the current situation was 

with these proposals.
Chester City Council – Register of Electors, Dec 2006




  - The Key, Winter 2006




  - Consultation on Draft Supplementary Planning Document 



      Design for Residential Development




  - Consultation on Amendments to the Model Code of 

                                      Conduct for Local Authority Members – Clerk to present a 

                                       report to the next meeting

Cheshire County Council – Annual Town and Parish Councils Conference

Cheshire Police Authority – Forum Newsletter, January 2007-03-10

CALC – Newsletter 112, January 2007

07/11  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that it be confirmed the next Meetings of the Parish
                       Council  be held on:-



Monday 19 March 2007



Monday 14 May 2007 (AGM)

07/12  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1)  Littleton Lane – Roadworks – Councillor Stockdale reported that there had been roadworks over the previous weekend but confusion over when the road was open again.  There were concerns about the quality of the work as the surface of the road affected had already sunk.  In addition to this there had been no flashing warning lights.  The Clerk would take this up with the County Engineer.

2)  Definitive Map of Footpaths – it was reported that the Public Rights of Way Officer had the application in respect of the path from Heathfield to Fir Tree Lane in train.  There was an issue about the stretch of the footpath which was not clearly defined as it skirted the field at Heathfields.  Ideally it should be fenced in.
3)  Tarvin Road Roundabout – concerns were expressed about the proliferation of banners on the roundabout and the distraction hazard they could cause.  Clerk to take up with County Engineer.

4)  The Little Chef – Security – Concerns were also expressed about the threat to the security of neighbouring properties resulting from the car park barrier being left open overnight.  Parish Councillor Sheila Cowell had spoken to the Manager of the premises but the Clerk was asked to follow this up with a letter and also contact the Police in this regard.

5)  Membership of the Parish Council – in view of the time elapsed since Parish Councillor Joanne Ahmadi had attended a meeting of the Parish Council and no apologies having been given, she now ceased automatically  to be a Member of the Council (Local Government Act 1972 85(1)).  Accordingly, with regret, the Clerk was asked to write to her in this respect and advise the City Council of the Casual Vacancy. 
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