Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 

3 December 2007  at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Edward Kirk (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   Anne Stockdale, David Brodie, John Lyon, Hilary Davies
                   and Sheila Cowell
IN ATTENDANCE:  City Councillor Stuart Parker 
07/76  APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from PC Neil Busby.
07/77  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 29 October 2007 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record subject to it being noted in 

                       7/75 2) that the troublemaker resided in Grove Gardens.
07/78  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  Planning – 53 Tarvin Road – Timber Outbuilding – Councillor Stuart Parker reported that the City Council now took the view that it was likely that any appeal would be won by the householder and as this would overturn any enforcement carried out and ultimately waste tax payers money the best option was to not pursue the matter any further.  Whilst the Parish Council understood the City Council’s thinking in this matter, nevertheless they were very disappointed at this outcome.
2)  Vicars Cross Nursery – it was reported that the advertising trailer parked at the entrance to the former nursery had been removed.

.
07/79  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council making special reference to new investments.  A meeting had been held with a Financial Planning Consultant from Maple Leaf Financial Services, Councillor Lyon and himself in order to identify options to be considered by the Parish Council and Councillor Lyon produced a report in support of this.   It had become clear at the meeting that there appeared to be no products currently in the financial market that would be suitable for the Parish Council.  
The impact of the diminishing returns on the Parish Council’s investments was discussed and it was acknowledged that there could come a time when the Parish Council would have no option but to levy a higher precept to cover its costs.
In addition the Clerk reported that following the recent national pay award the hourly rate for the Litter Warden had risen to £6.00 effective from 1 April 2007.  Similarly, his own salary was affected and he asked the Parish Council to approve this.

RESOLVED:  that i) the reports of Councillor Lyon and the Clerk be received
                             ii) the funds from the maturing of the Treasury Stock be put into 

                                a Barclays Instant Access Saver account for the time being
                            iii) the Litter Warden’s new rate of pay of £6.00ph be confirmed

                            iv) the Clerk’s salary of £1736 be agreed.

07/80   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary  and arrears                           



272.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        18.50     
3)  Litter Warden    20hrs @ £6.00          


                      120.00
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Dec      
                              

  30.00
07/81   INCOME
1)  H M Revenue & Customs – VAT refund



 496.49
2)   Chester City Council – Litter Warden refund

            719.20
07/82   CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £4.32
07/83  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Cheshire Community Council – Cheshire Rural Review Nov 07/Annual Report
Ches Assn Local Councils – Newsletter Nov 07  Issue 117

Mid-Cheshire Footpaths Society – Report on Paths 2,4,5 and Walks Programme  

Cheshire County Council 
- Cheshire Matters Nov 07





- Parish Small Grants Scheme for Countryside Access 



  Improvements





- Strategic Environmental Assessment of Cheshire’s 





  Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy





- Winter Gritting Routes

Chester City Council 
- Review of Polling Wards and Venues





- Parish Orderly Grant rate April 2007 

Dr B & Mrs B Gilliatt – Closure of Christleton Post Office – the Parish Council expressed their deep concern about the proposed closure of the Post Office.  Councillor Parker reported that a petition protesting about the issue was being taken to Downing Street.
Mr J & Mrs A Clelland – Lighting in Park Lane – the Clerk reported that he had referred the matter of maintenance on the light in Park Lane to the City Council who customarily undertook this work.

NALC – 2006/7 National Salary Award for Clerks
07/84  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on
            
Monday 28 January 2008.
07/85   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1)  The Vicars Cross – Councillor Brodie reported the land on which it was planned to situate the monument was still the subject of a dispute between the Rugby Club and Cheshire County Council and that it had been suggested that representatives of the Parish Council attend a meeting in this respect.  The Parish Council felt this to be inappropriate and Councillor Stuart Parker offered to take the ownership matter up with the Land Registry.
2)  Casual Vacancy – the Clerk reminded the Parish Council that the resignation of Gail Carroll created a new Casual Vacancy which would be publicised in the hope that someone would express interest in joining their ranks.  It was suggested that it would be useful if someone could be located from Fir Tree Lane.
3)  Motorway Signage – it was pointed out that there were still signs in the vicinity that encouraged motorists to use the A51 as a route to the M6.  Clerk to take up with County Engineer and Highways Agency.

4)  Vicars Cross Lights – Councillor Davies referred to the staggering of the lights which was causing problems.  Clerk to take up with County Engineer.

5)  History of Littleton – Councillor John Lyon kindly agreed to look after sales etc following the departure of Gail Carroll.

6)  A51 Traffic – the Clerk was asked to chase up the County Engineer who had promised to provide statistics on current usage of Tarvin Road.
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