Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 30 October 2006  at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Edward Kirk (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   David Brodie, Hilary Davies, Anne Stockdale and Sheila Cowell
IN ATTENDANCE:  Chalky White – Cheshire Assn of Local Councils

                                Local residents as noted on the attendance sheet 

06/61  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Gail Carroll, County Councillor J Burke and City Councillor J R Boughton.
06/62  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 September 2006 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record.
06/63  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  Parish Field – the Clerk informed the meeting that he had contacted the District Valuer who had confirmed it would be possible for the rent of the Parish Field to be reviewed.  It was agreed that the valuation proceed.  

2)  The Vicars Cross – The Clerk reported that the County Secretary and Solicitor was in the process of drawing up the appropriate licence that would allow the Parish Council to locate the cross beside the highway.  He was also pleased to report that the time limit in respect of the spending of the North Gowy Panel grant for the groundworks had been waived by the City Council to accommodate the delay caused by the licence procedure etc.

06/64  CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
The Chairman welcomed Chalky White, Regional Development Officer of the Cheshire Association of Local Councils to the meeting.

Chalky talked to the Parish Council about the role of the Association and discussed funding issues with Members.  Parish Councillors were encouraged to attend the AGM of the Association and this was a valuable opportunity to influence the policy of the Association and local authorities.
A discussion followed about the potential for Parish Councils to develop – subject to their limitations – into areas such as youth work, sports, street lighting, parish plans and the Quality Parish Scheme.

Chalky was thanked for a most informative presentation.

06/65  The Mast
It was noted that many of the local residents had come to the meeting with the expectation that City Councillor Brian Bailey would be reporting on the current situation on the mast.  Unfortunately, Councillor Bailey was not present at the meeting and the Parish Council itself had received no further information on the matter.  It was understood that T Mobile were arranging for a detailed survey of the tree height etc to be carried out so that it could be determined what height the mast actually needed to be and this would then form the basis of an entirely new planning application which would then have to go through the proper due process.
According to the local residents it appeared that T Mobile were suggesting a 5 metre reduction whilst the City Council referred to 2 metres.  They expressed a great deal of frustration at the lack of response from the City Council to their written and telephone enquiries.  Accordingly the Clerk was asked to write to the Chief Executive of the City Council and Councillor Bailey to press for a response.
It was also noted that T Mobile were meeting with a group of local residents on 3 November.

06/66  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1) 06/01501/FUL – Homelea -  25 Fir Tree Lane – Extension to Rear
 RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council have no objection to the proposed 

                       development

It was noted that planning permission had subsequently been granted for the development by the Planning Authority.

2)  06/00395/FUL - The Primulas, Fir Tree Lane -  Two Storey Extension – it was noted that this proposed development was now the subject of an appeal

3)  06/01781/FUL - The Edges, Park Lane, Littleton –  Single Storey Extension
RESOLVED:  that the proposed development be supported

4)  06/01892/COU – Land East of 18 Stamford Court – Change of Use to Domestic Garden
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council have no observations on the application

06/67  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council making special reference to the recent External Audit by Messrs Hacker Young.  This had been a clean report though the auditor had commented that the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment should be reviewed and adopted each year.

There had also been a request for a donation to the cost of the repair of the gates to the war memorial at St James Church, Christleton since the last meeting.  members had been canvassed about this and indicated their support to £250 being donated.
RESOLVED: that the report of the Clerk be received
06/68  RISK ASSESSMENT
RESOLVED:  that the Risk Assessment, as amended, be adopted
06/69   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



242.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        23.00

3)  Litter Warden    28hrs @ £5.80          


                      162.40
4)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Oct  
                                             30.00
5)  St James Church – Donation to repair of gates

           250.00

06/70  INCOME
RESOLVED :  that the following income be noted:-
1)  War Stock Dividend






308.61
06/71  CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £4.88
06/72 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which was circulated to Members and this included:-
Chester City Council 
Parish Partnership Meeting on 1 November 2006





Past Uncovered October 2006





Consultation on Draft Sustainable Appraisal Scoping





 Report and Draft Supplementary Plan





Affordable Housing





Local Priorities Workshop on 2 November 2006 





Consultation on Draft Supplementary Planning 

                                            Documents – Telecom Development – Re-use of 

                                            Rural Buildings
Cheshire County Council
Proposed Major Roadworks on A41





Statement of Accounts 2005/6





Corporate Plan 2006-9





Cheshire Matters October 2006 





Cheshire Works

06/73  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  that it be confirmed the next Meeting of the Parish
                       Council  be held on Monday 4 December 2006.
06/74  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1)  Tarvin Road – Pavement – Councillor Sheila Cowell reported that the two commercial vans were still parking on the wide pavement at 63 Tarvin Road.
2)   Willaroyd, Littleton Lane  - the Clerk reported he had been asked to contact the Planning Authority Enforcement Officer to investigate the building work at this property as it appeared to be contrary to what had been approved.
3)  Noticeboard – the Clerk reported that the noticeboard adjacent to the Vets was falling apart.  He was asked to arrange for its repair.
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