
Minutes of the Meeting of Littleton Parish Council held on Monday 

6 December 2010 at Chester Rugby Club, Hare Lane, Littleton.

PRESENT: Parish Councillor Hilary Davies (in the Chair) and Parish Councillors
                   Anne Stockdale, David Brodie, Bettie Gilliatt and Jonathan Bellis 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor Stuart Parker and Mrs S Rao
PART ONE – IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
10/81  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Edward Kirk and Councillor Hugo Deynem.

10/82  PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME
1)  Planning Application 10/13072/FUL – Littleton Hall Farm – Conversion of Barns to 4 Open Market Houses and Erection of 9 Affordable Houses
Councillor Stuart Parker informed the Parish Council that the application was currently out to consultation and that the Planning Officer was unhappy that the statement in the documentation that the farm buildings were redundant was false as he had found out when he visited the property.  This aspect of the application was of great concern to Members who were very much aware that the buildings were still tenanted. The consultants repeatedly referred to the property as being vacant in their documentation – which it clearly wasn’t – and on this basis the Parish Council considered the application to be seriously flawed and invalid and hoped the Planning Officer would refuse to consider it further.   Councillor David Brodie had met with the tenants who apparently had had no negotiations with anybody about their tenancy and were objecting to the application. 
The Parish Council were keen to ensure that all local residents who would be affected by the scheme would have the opportunity to comment on it and would arrange for them to be contacted to alert them to the situation.  Members were mindful that some residents would prefer the property to be developed rather than go derelict whilst others would be concerned that this would threaten the character of the area especially as the current use of the property was for farming.  There was certainly a need to ensure that such a development would be of benefit to the area.
In addition there were concerns that the vehicles generated by the households of the development could spill over into the surrounding streets once their own parking spaces were taken up and the new traffic would have a detrimental impact on the surrounding area, especially Littleton Lane and would add to congestion.
RESOLVED:  That i)  a letter be sent to local residents alerting them to the 

                                    application and the need for them to respond to the 

                                    Planning Officer with their views

                             ii)  the concerns of the Parish Council be conveyed to the 

                                   Planning Officer

10/83  MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
RESOLVED :  that consideration of co-option be deferred to the next Meeting of 

                        the Parish Council  
10/84  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 October  2010 be 
                       confirmed as a correct record 
10/85  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

1)  Gritting of Stamford Court/Broadmead – Councillor Stuart Parker undertook to clarify the situation as to whether the grit bin supplied by the Parish Council would still be filled by CW&C Council in the absence of any response from the officers.
2)  Overgrowing Vegetation – it was reported that the foliage overgrowing the Littleton Hall pavement was still obstructed in places by a hedge.  The Clerk confirmed that the local authority had issued a notice to the owners of the property and action by them was awaited.  
Action:  Clerk to chase up to Highways (again)
10/86  ROAD ISSUES
It was noted that the work on the A41 had now been completed.
10/87  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
1)  10/12590/FUL – Flat 1, Littleton Hall – Remove Existing Out Buildings and Fire Escape to Rear of Property and Erect Single Storey Orangery
The Parish Council had no concerns about this proposed development,  other than raising a minor query about the removal of the fire escape and whether that would in any way compromise those living in the flat.  Members felt the new development would enhance the back of the property
10/88  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
The Clerk presented his customary report on the finances of the Parish Council 
RESOLVED:  that i) the report of the Clerk be received
                             Ii) consideration of a budget for the ensuing year be deferred 

                                 until the next meeting of the Parish Council

10/89   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be paid:-                                  £

1)  Clerk’s salary                                        



254.00
2)  Typing and office services  
                                                        24.50 
3)  Chester RFC – Room Hire – Dec  
                              

  30.00  
4)  Litter Warden    24hrs @ £6.31          


                      151.44
10/90  INCOME
RESOLVED:  that the following income be received:-

1)  CW&C – Litter Warden Reimbursement                                        656.24
10/91  CLERK – PETTY CASH

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk’s petty cash float be reimbursed in the sum of £7.92
10/92   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Since their last meeting the Parish Council had received correspondence which included:-
Cheshire West and Chester Council
CW&C Standards Newsletter
A41 Waverton, Chester Roadworks

Planning Applications 10/12590/FUL & 10/13072/FUL
Richard Kirk response re Parish Field 
Came & Co – To Grit or Not to Grit

Cheshire Assn of Local Councils – Newsletter 134

Cheshire Constabulary

Crimebeat & Crimebeat Reporter

PC N Busby/Inspector P Hodgson – Policing Reports
10/93  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
RESOLVED:  that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on 

                       Monday 24 January 2011 

10/94   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1)  The Vicars Cross Surrounds – the Clerk reported that Councillor Bailey had informed him that there could be some grant funding available for work to tidy up the surrounds to the Vicars Cross.  It was agreed that the Clerk progress the matter with Cllr Bailey and prospective contractors.
Action:  Clerk to liaise with Cllr Bailey and contractors

2) Community Plan – it was agreed to put a note on the Parish Council notice boards to hopefully generate some interest in local residents drawing up a Plan.

Action:  Clerk to draft note and post on notice boards

3) A51 Traffic – Councillor Bellis reported on progress he had made with Middlewich Town Council towards setting up a dialogue with Councils affected by the traffic along the A51.  It was suggested that something be put on the PC website about this.
Action:  Councillor Bellis to contact C Morley
PART TWO – IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

10/95  THE PARISH FIELD
The Clerk reported on a letter he had received from the tenant of the Parish Field which confirmed that he received no remuneration from the Rugby Club for their use of the field.  However, in the letter the tenant went on to request that he be allowed to sub-let the field to CRUFC.

Members considered this request, but as they could see no benefit to the Parish in changing the current arrangement, felt they should decline the request.
There was also discussion on the legalities of passing the tenancy from father to son (bearing in mind the actual tenant was the correspondent’s father) and Councillor Brodie undertook to make enquiries about this.

The Clerk also reported that he had contacted the Parish Council Insurers about the status of the Parish Field.  They had indicated that as owners of the field the Parish Council had a responsibility to ensure the area was safe and fit for purpose.  Accordingly, the Clerk had inspected the field and whilst the playing area and its immediate surrounds appeared safe, there were some areas in and around the field which were of concern.

RESOLVED:  i)  the tenant’s request to sub-let the Parish Field be declined

                      ii)  the tenant be instructed to attend to the areas of concern as 

                           identified by the Clerk
Action:  Clerk to write to tenant and inform CRUFC of situation

             Cllr Brodie to report back findings re succession of tenancy
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